




















































no  insignificant barrier  indeed.   Mrs. Musgrove was of  a  comfortable 
substantial size, infinitely more fitted by nature to express good cheer and 
good humour, than tenderness and sentiment; and while the agitations of 
Anne’s  slender  form,  and  pensive  face, may  be  considered  as  very 
completely screened, Captain Wentworth should be allowed some credit 
for  the self-command with which he attended  to her  large  fat  sighings 
over the destiny of a son, whom alive nobody had cared for. 
　　 　Personal  size  and  mental  sorrow  have  certainly  no  necessary 
proportions.   A  large bulky  figure has  as good a  right  to be  in deep 
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to manipulate  the reader’s  feelings  toward them.   This essay also considers 
how  this novel presents  the question  of  feelings which had drawn much 
attention of writers and readers  in  the  late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. 
　　 One of  the main themes of Persuasion  is  the power of  feelings, with  its 
focus  on  the  feelings  of Anne Elliot,  the  second  daughter  of  a  baronet. 
Subsequent  to an unexpected  reunion,  she and Frederick Wentworth, her 
former fiancé, gradually  form a new relationship,  influenced by their shared 
memories  and emotions which  they keep hidden  inside.   Throughout  this 
process, Anne changes from a silent observer into an active performer.










that Austen  indicates  that  the  issue of  feelings  is gender-related as women’s 
feelings are to “prey upon them” due to their social position, and neither men 
nor women can be free from bias inherent in their own sex.  It is also worth 
noting  that  the  “elasticity  of mind,” which Anne  found  in Mrs.  Smith,  is 
suggested as the quality to be acquired by Anne herself through their mutual 






quality will  actually help Anne  to  live  in an uncertain  future.   Taking  the 
position  that we  should not  allow examples  in books  to be  the proofs  for 
establishing a general  theory about  feelings, Austen encourages readers  to 
realize their own prejudices and become aware of the difficulty and complexity 
of the question of feelings.
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